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IN MEMORIAM 
 

 

Candido Policar Molina, 32° 

Upcoming Events 
 

July 4 Independence Day 

 

July 15 Officer Zoom meeting 

 

July 29 Stated Meeting
 (Zoom) 

 

Aug. 12  Officer Zoom meeting 

 

Aug. 26 Stated Meeting
 (Zoom) 

 

Sept. 7 Labor Day 

 

Sept.15 Officer Zoom meeting 

 

Sept. 30 Stated Meeting
 (Tentative) 

 

Oct. 31 Halloween 

a From Our Venerable Master 
 
I hope this Bulletin, finds everyone in good health and spirits. 

During this Covid-19 Pandemic has given us time to Reflect, Refocus, and Recalibrate our 
lives.  As many of you know, we have tried to keep in touch with our members and their 
families through email and virtual get-togethers.  Please be sure to call or email any 
brethren that you know.  I would like to thank the brethren that have reached out and 
called all our brothers.  They were happy to hear our voices.  I would like to give out BIG 
Shouts to Illustrious Mike, our General Secretary for keeping everyone connected through 
ZOOM and to our Personal Representative Richard for putting together Memorial BBQ - It 
was a BIG Success!!!  And to all the brethren and their families for helping out—Thank you 
All Sirs.  Happy birthday to any brethren this month and the following months.  Wishing all 
brethren Happy Father's Day and 4th of July.  I also want to give a special thanks to 
Illustrious Harold Stein, 33° for his inspirational messages.  Looking forward to many more.  
Thank you, Sir. 

Wishing WB John Bermudez, a speedy recovery, and looking forward to seeing you soon.  
We've had two of our Brothers who have dropped their working tools:  WB Jesse E. Dela 
Cruz and WB Candido Molina.  Rest in peace my brethren.  As always brethren we thank 
you for your love, patience, and support until we meet again.  Thanks and God bless. STAY 
SAFE! 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Mel Clark, K.C.C.H. 32 ̊

Venerable Master 

San Francisco Scottish Rite 

 

Grand Cross Corner  
 

As you know the Lodge of Perfection degrees, ie from the  1st through the 14th are 
centered around the building of King Solomon’s Temple and the events with the architect 
and the “3 ruffians”. The later chapters, i.e. Rose Croix, Kadosh, and Consistory degrees 
take place at different times and places. But I call your memory back to what befalls the 
architect when he is beset with certain demands by the 3 disgruntled and impatient 
workers. One major lesson we derive, especially as covered dramatically in the 9th and 
10th degrees, is the fact that not only do they rue and lament their crimes…but one gets 
the idea that given another opportunity they would have committed the same acts and 
responded to the same urges as in the original tragedy. And so we ask the question: why? 
Why after all is said and done are they fated to be who they are and behave as they 
did?  What or who do they represent that acts or reacts a certain way to their downfall and 
seem fated to repeat It. One can only stand perplexed with their demands especially when 
the victim begs them to be patient, wait, build, and in time you will earn (perhaps 
transform?) that which you desire so much to possess! But alas, why could they not wait 
as  did their co-workers ?  Sad to say, is that a lesson the world has yet to learn? 

Harold Stein 33°, G.C. 
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Officers of the Supreme 
Council 33º 

Sovereign Grand  
Commander 

Ill. James D. Cole 33º 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sovereign Grand Inspector  
General in California 

Ill. Frank Loui 33º 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Officers of all Bodies 

 

Personal Representative of the 
SGIG in California 

Richard J. Modolo 33º 
 

Assistants to the Personal  
Representative 

Michael Balopoulos 33º 
Edmond M. Lim 33º 

 

General Secretary 
Mike A. Salazar 33º 

 

Treasurer 
Steve Cheechov 32º 

 

Almoner 
Richard Gentschel 33º 

 

Orator 
Harold S. Stein  Jr. 33º G.C. 

 

Chaplain 
Barrie R. Copp 33º 

 

First Knight, KSA 
Irving Sambolin 32º 

 

Tiler 
Albert S. Cua 32º 

As of this writing we are still at Shelter-In-Place Phase 2.  

The Protesting and Riots are still going on in San 

Francisco, while the protesters came within a few blocks 

of our building, happy to report it was peaceful protest, 

as they moved down toward the beach and Great 

Highway.  Our tenant is looking to be back in on Sunday mornings in a limited 

capacity in Mid July.  Fraternal meetings currently looks to be part of Phase 4.  

We have had three stated meetings via Zoom, thus far Venerable Master Mel 

Clark has done an outstanding job conducting those meetings.  It was almost 

like being together; well almost, but not quite the same.  We will keep you 

informed along the way. 

We have completed our calling every member of SFSR.  I know we have talked 

with quite a few of our members or left messages.  Happy to report everyone is 

doing fine.  Yes, it really was us calling you and it was inspiring to be able to talk 

with so many of you.  If you have any questions about anything, please do not 

hesitate to call the office, or better yet, drop General Secretary Mike Salazar an 

email.  Speaking of email, if you are not receiving regular emails from our 

valley, it may be we don’t have your current email address.  One more item to 

forward to our General Secretary, Mike Salazar. 

One of the items you would have missed by not being an SFSR Email Subscriber 

(it’s free) is our special and stated meetings as well as event reminders, plus 

special messages from our members.  If you have an article or something to 

add to our bulletin, please forward it on to our General Secretary, Mike Salazar.  

One such event not to have been missed was a very special Memorial Day BBQ.  

It was free and contributions were gladly accepted, but not necessary.  While 

the Covid-19 Pandemic would not allow us meet or hold an event, the question 

was asked: what could we do to support our members and their family.  The 

suggestion was made to do a drive by BBQ on Memorial Day; as it turned out it 

was a Win-Win for all of us. 

It was a sunny Monday morning, on May 25, perfect weather for the SFSR 

Memorial Day BBQ.  Everyone arrived around 9:00am, in the mini-parking area 

outside of the garage area, with several members and their ladies, coming 

From Our Personal Representative 

mailto:sfsrmemberupdate@gmail.com?subject=SFSR%20Member%20Update
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together to help with the set-up of equipment 

and staging for the event, along with cooking 

and helping with the distribution of BBQ’ed 

items.  Both Steve Cheechov and Rufo Macaraeg 

had prepared additional BBQ’ed Ribs, the day 

before and Gigi prepared a beautiful Pasta Salad, 

packed in individual containers.  Not to mention 

two cases of bananas donated by Brother Al 

Cua.  It was all coming together, better than if 

we had planned it. 

We had asked for reservations, to help prepare 

the necessary number of hamburgers, 

cheeseburgers, and hotdog’s, and to make sure 

we had chips and water, but we still wondered if 

anyone was going to show up.  We arranged 

ourselves properly distance from each outer, all 

the while wearing our masks and gloves.  The 

first to arrive was Carlos Salgado and family, and 

we never looked back.  It was a very fun and 

exciting time.  It was a short opportunity to see 

our members, to say hi, from a distance, and 

thank them for being a member of the SFSR.  

Scottie came with his lady in his vintage 

automobile (see photo below).  It was a 

wonderful, fun and positive day. 

Some of our members went off to enjoy a family 

picnic, while other made it home to enjoy a 

wonderful BBQ lunch with their family.  I brought my 

BBQ home and had it for dinner that evening, after a 

short nap or was I just resting my eyes.  Mike Salazar 

and Rufo Macaraeg did most of shopping.  It was a 

total team effort; I want to thank everyone for their 

help and support of this event.  This represented 

truly who we are and what we do at the SFSR Valley 

for our members and their families.  We will do our 

best to always be here for you. 

Richard J. Modolo, 33 ̊

Personal Representative 

San Francisco Scottish Rite 

 
 

 

   

From Our Personal Representative (cont’d.) 
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When, in the absence of our 

Illustrious Chaplain, this writer 

was so honored by being asked 

to deliver the invocation for 

the May 27th San Francisco Valley Scottish Rite 

Stated Meeting via Zoom as we shelter-in-place, 

I chose for meditation a passage from the Book 

of Jasher (Yashar), an apocryphal book of the 

Bible. Like the Book of Enoch, of great interest to 

freemasons, it is mentioned in the Hebrew Bible, 

which points to it perhaps being older than the 

books that currently comprise the canonical 

Bible. Some sources will tell you that Jasher was 

written later than the Hebrew Bible because of 

the age of the existing manuscripts that have 

been located. Book of Jasher means “book of 

the upright” or “book of the just man.” The 

version I use of the Bible is called, eth Cepher, 

which is a transliteration as opposed to a 

translation. Meaning that the original languages, 

Ancient Hebrew or Aramaic, are transcribed 

literally, as opposed to the original text being 

interpreted.  

“And all the earth was of one tongue and words 

of union, but Nimrod did not go in the ways of 

Yahuah [God], and he was more wicked than all 

the men that were before him, from the days of 

the flood until those days. And he made elohiym 

of wood and stone, and he bowed down to 

them, and he rebelled against Yahuah [God], 

and taught all his subjects and the people of the 

earth his wicked ways; and Mardon his son was 

more wicked than his father. And everyone that 

heard of the acts of Mardon the son of Nimrod 

would say, concerning him, From the wicked goes 

forth wickedness, and it was current in the words of 

men from that time to this. (Yashar 7: 46-48) 

This passage of scripture tells us basically that from 

the top trickles down wickedness, so too with 

goodness by the same contention. Scripture tells us 

that there was some sort of human fatal flaw. But, is 

this really a fatal flaw, more so than an acquired 

inclination? Our Scottish Rite Ritual of the Southern 

Jurisdiction in the 18th Degree imparts this wisdom 

of Further Light. It tells us that what we see in 

nature is not the pursuit of our intellect. To us, the 

most primordial of laws is an enigma. That we 

should live by the demise of another life is 

anathema. “Everywhere upon the Earth one 

creature lives by taking the lives of others. The 

innocent and harmless are the prey of the cruel and 

the rapacious. Men prey upon each other, as beasts 

prey upon beasts. While the great enigma, which 

has in all ages tortured the human intellect, is the 

existence of evil, wrong, pain, and sorrow in the 

world.” The great paradigm is a great paradox for 

men of great intellect. 

The True Word of Freemasonry is recovered in the 

18th Degree. We learn four words that in turn 

define one. The Infinity of our world is beyond our 

contemplation. Our Nature teaches us that love is 

equally infinite. Reason comes to our assistance, 

both in expounding the mysterious meanings of 

nature and in showing that love is the principal 

attribute of deity. Immortality awaits everyone who 

hopes for a better life through love. “Reason makes 

From Our Knights of Saint Andrew 
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legible the characters of nature.” 

As we try to reason and make 

sense of this great global event 

that tortures the human intellect searching for 

causes for this great calamity, let us utilize the 

tools that Scottish Rite freemasonry has 

bestowed upon us. You are among those who 

have received its Further Light. Fear not for fear 

is our worst enemy. In liberty, equality, and 

fraternity shall we establish a new order of 

caring for one another.  And, in doing so, may 

we spread our fraternal obligations. That we 

may someday live in harmony, with relief for 

every brother, truth in all our work, and 

brotherly love in all our doings. 

Visualize the evil, wrong, pain, and sorrow in the 

world as a consequence of free will, and as 

freemasons seek to spread the true relief that is 

brotherly love and compassion for each person 

we may meet in life. Love one another on the 

level. And, in the spirit of Saint Andrew, be 

willing to die a different sort of death for your 

beliefs. In the spirit of freemasonry, be willing to 

die to your self in order to live in service for 

others. Humility and self-sacrifice are the 

greatest virtues of a leader. Let us together lead 

others to a different sort of life after this, too, 

shall pass. 

Knights of Saint Andrew were deployed to assist 

with the extremely successful Memorial Day 

Drive-through BBQ. Thank you all! In doing so, 

we acquired two new knights. We would like to 

welcome Squires Mario Esteban and Joey Elacion, 

who both joined our Clan that day. Along with 

Squire Poom Choothakan, we will be knighting these 

worthy squires as soon as we are cleared to gather 

together again. Through their service they have 

demonstrated the worthy qualities of a Knight.  

As you know, brethren, the events and activities the 

Knights had been planning for you in this valley have 

been postponed due to our present circumstances. 

Please always make the best of any unfortunate 

situation. See the rainbow that is yet to come out of 

the dark cloud. May we see this as an opportunity to 

change for the better, and not resist change. If any 

brother is in need of assistance, he is charged to call 

for the help of the Knights of Saint Andrew. If any 

brother is interested in joining a clan of most worthy 

knights and participate in our work, please contact 

First Knight, Sir Irving Sambolin, at 415.876.8921, or 

irvingsambolin@gmail.com   Stay well! 

From Our Knights of Saint Andrew (cont’d.) 

KSA Squires Joey Elacion, Poom Choothakan, and Mario Esteban 
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Deepening Collaboration 

and 

Wearing Different Hats 

By Jim Cartwright, MS, MFA, CCC-SLP 

Rite Care Language Center Director 

 

As we continue to live with the coronavirus, the 

San Francisco Rite Care Language Center carries 

on serving the children virtually. While we all 

look forward to the day when it is safe to be 

together again, we are making the best of the 

current situation and sometimes even 

discovering new possibilities and connections in 

our online world which probably would not have 

happened if we were not facing this situation. 

This has lead to both deeper collaboration in 

cyberspace with people in the bay area and 

beyond, as well as expanding the roles (wearing 

different hats) that we are playing in the kid’s 

lives. 

Our statewide director’s meeting took place 

virtually this year, as have further meetings with 

other centers across the state, which has led to 

greater collaboration between the centers.  I 

have met with the speech paths in Santa 

Barbara center, Julie DeAngelis, and Summer 

Calvert, on a few different occasions as we 

worked together to plan our summer offerings. 

Historically, they have had a summer camp for 

pre-schoolers. This not being possible, they have 

become more interested in working on reading 

and writing with older kids. As this is one of my 

specialties, I have been sharing my lesson plans 

with them which they will hopefully find useful over 

the summer. In turn, they have been sharing 

materials they have gathered with me as well.  

I’ve also been collaborating with Katie Samples, who 

works part-time at the Santa Rosa center. In 

addition to being a speech path, Katie is a life coach 

who specializes in stress reduction. I participated in 

her workshop for speech paths entitled Coming 

Together Virtually, and we have also discussed the 

importance of helping our kids and their families 

with their stress at this time. 

One significant shift in our services this summer has 

been a greater emphasis on counseling. While 

counseling of children with language and learning 

differences and their families is always a part of the 

services we provide, the need for this has increased 

due to living with the coronavirus. Many kids are 

having meltdowns, experiencing fear over there 

loved ones’ safety, and having difficulty 

understanding why they can’t go to school and see 

their friends. One mother has talked with me about 

her daughter’s fear of her going to the grocery store 

as she was afraid it will make her sick. She has tried 

to grocery shop while her child is asleep only to have 

the child wake up while she was gone and have that 

upset her as well.  

While we cannot take the place of psychotherapists, 

we can practice active listening and empathy for our 

families at this time. We can also help the children 

by talking about their feelings with them while 

helping them to accept these feelings and build 

resilience.  While many kids are able to make steady 

From Our RiteCare Clinic 
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progress using a virtual format, it is also 

important to let parents know that temporary 

regression of skills is completely normal for 

some kids given the stress they are undergoing. 

It’s also important to share with families that 

“regression” is not necessarily loss of skills but 

can be a temporary loss of access to skills, 

especially newly acquired ones, due to stress. 

We need to let our families know that we are 

there for them and will get through this 

together.   

On a lighter note, another way our offerings 

have expanded is connected to the age-old 

practice of pen-pals, in this case, “cyber pen 

pals.” One of the many ways that Maria, our 

administrative assistant, has expanded her 

traditional role at our center has been to assist 

me in setting up a cyber pen pal relationship 

between her son and one of my clients, as they 

are in the same grade and have read some of 

the same books. Another pen pal relationship 

I’m facilitating is between one of my students 

and a college student from San Francisco State 

who had visited our center as an observer and 

taken a particular interest in the student who is 

now her pen pal.  

As always, your donations and support are much 

appreciated in keeping our center alive in its 

current virtual form. A new term has arisen on 

our field called “flexible-location therapy,” with 

an eye towards offering therapy both in-person 

and online, depending on which is best for each 

individual given the circumstances as they 

arise.  Who knows what the future will bring? But, 

whatever the best practices emerging in the field of 

speech pathology turn out to be, rest assured that 

our center will be a part of them. 

From Our RiteCare Clinic (cont’d.) 

How You Can Help 

California Scottish Rite Foundation depends on 

charitable support to sustain its mission of being 

dedicated to support and assist the children in California 

to develop their full potential by providing childhood 

language services, scholarships and other charitable 

programs. 

 

If you would like to make a tax deductible donation, you 

can give online or by mail.  If you want to give online, 

type this link into your browser: 

https://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/

weblink.aspx?name=E203468&id=3# 

and please select 

San Francisco / Burlingame CLC 

as the Childhood Learning  Center in the dropdown. 

 

If you want to give by mail, please make your check out 

to  “California Scottish Rite Foundation” and in the 

memo line please add “San Francisco Burlingame CLC.”  

You can mail it to: 

San Francisco Scottish Rite Masonic Center 

2850 19th Ave. 

San Francisco, CA 94132  
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San Francisco and Burlingame 

Scottish Rite Childhood Language Center Contributions 

2020 May and June 

In Memory Of 

Herbert Blumenthal 
by Marshall Zemon 

 
Donald Freitas 

by Steve and Linda Freitas 
 

Ulysses, Belle, and Chris Patropulos 
by George and Georgette Kritikopoulos 

 
Stan Susman 

by Durward and Caroline Ayre 
 

Tajno M. Somppi 
by Marianne Somppi 

 
 

Donations of $10,000 or More 

Curusis Family Charitable Foundation 
 

365 Club 

Gary Shweid 

Dorothy R. Lo Schiavo 

 

General Donations 

Joseph W Welch Jr foundation Trust 

Burlingame Scottish Rite 

San Francisco Lodge F&AM 

Ray Godeke 

Anonymous 

Jim McMillen 

Richard & Terry Hesselroth 

Richard Modolo 

Dorothy R. Lo Schiavo 

Len and Sue Froomin 

Steve and Linda Freitas 

Mel Clark 



San Francisco Scottish Rite Memorial Day Drive-Thru BBQ 
Mel Clark thank you for your extremely generous donation for this event. 

 Hard at work! 

Hard at work????????? Supervising?  

LOL 

Do you know 

who these 

characters 

are? 

San Francisco Scottish Rite Memorial Day Drive-Thru BBQ 

Having 

fun! 

Successful 

event!!! 



San Francisco Scottish Rite Memorial Day Drive-Thru BBQ 


