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January - February 2021

Upcoming Events
Jan. 1

New Year’s Day

Jan. 27 Stated Mee$ng and
Installa$on of Oﬃcers
(Zoom) 6:30 pm
Feb. 14 Valen$ne’s Day
Feb. 15 President’s Day
Feb. 24 Stated Mee$ng
(Zoom) 6:30 pm
Mar. 14 Daylight Savings Time
Begins
Mar. 17 St. Patrick’s Day
Mar. 31 Stated Mee$ng
(Zoom) 6:30 pm

SPECIAL NOTE
We have been delivering a
digital copy of the Bulletin by
email for several months. If
you need to update your email,
please check with the
Secretary or email
sfsrmemberupdate@gmail.com

IN MEMORIAM
Kenneth J. Branch, 32°
Warren C. Anderson, 32°
Jack Anthony, 32°
Jesse E. Dela Cruz, 32°
Robert S. Manion, 32°
James Elred Pettit, 32°
Vernon E. Rudd, 32°

SAN FRANCISCO BODIES, ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED SCOTTISH RITE

a
From Our Venerable
Master
Once again I put pen to paper, okay ﬁngers to keypad to write Venerable Sir’s
Mel’s ﬁnal ar!cle. Mel’s year started oﬀ like any other year starts, the plans
having been made, and looking forward to all the wonderful possibili!es.
Every Masonic year has a habit of taking on its own personality, or a life of its
own, and 2020 was deﬁantly no excep!on. Personally, Mel has done an
outstanding job with everything this year, he adapted, became crea!ve,
overcame, and succeeded. Let us look back: there have been ten Zoom Stated
Mee!ng, including the elec!on of oﬃcers; two Oﬃcer Zoom mee!ngs; Seven
Drive-By Lunches, not to men!on the outstanding dedica!on of the BBQ Drive
-by Team members, and their ladies. One of our Drive-By Lunches, being a
dona!on to help replace nearby elementary school stolen computers, raiser
$3,000.00. Mel supported the CLC Fundraiser, (Gigi and Steve); you may be
able to s!ll make a purchase, just call Steve. If you missed the Virtual StateWide Degree Class, on Nov 6, 7, you really missed something special. We had
eight candidates and overall there were over 130 brother masons who joined
the Sco@sh Rite that weekend, with some 520 Masons registered. It was
Historic! Let’s not forget, we made every eﬀort to make a phone call to every
one of our 800+ members of the SFSR. These events did not exist prior to this
year! Mel more than par!cipated in each and every one of these events, he
was inspira!onal. I can s!ll see Mel and Irving, dressed in their Leader Hosen,
doing a liGle dance. Thank you Mel for a job well done. To celebrate making it
through the year, Mel has purchased a new condo, in Crown Colony, Daly City.
He is moving while I write this ar!cle. Ge@ng that 18 wheeler packed, with his
clothing takes a while. Congratula!on Mel, on your new home.
You can’t do any of this without the support of the oﬃcers of all the bodies
and members of the San Francisco Sco@sh Rite. All the above having been
said, it is all of this and more that helps make being a member of our Sco@sh
Rite Bodies very special. Mel wanted me to be sure that he thanked each and
every oﬃcer, and you the members of the SFSR, for the help, guidance, and
support, and for just being a member. It really takes everyone working
together to succeed. As a friend of Mel and I, oJen said, “There is no “I” in
TEAM.” Each of you can be proud of being part of Mel’s TEAM, and Mel is
looking forward to con!nued service in 2021. Congratula!ons to all the new
oﬃcers and to the Venerable Master Elect, it is going to be a great year, but
buckle up, it might get bumpy.
Congratula!ons, we made it,
For Venerable Sir Melvin Clark, I am Richard Modolo
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From Our Personal Representa ve
It is an honor to be asked to serve as the Personal Representa!ve (PR) to the
Sovereign Grand Inspector General, Illustrious Frank Loui, 33˚ of the Sco@sh
Rite Orient of California. As with the past PRs, especially my direct
predecessor, Ill. Richard Modolo 33˚ who has mentored me, the best is all that
can be oﬀered to support my brethren and the San Francisco Sco@sh Rite.
Engaging members and providing an enriching experience (ritual and
fellowship) are my two focuses. Looking forward to suppor!ng all the great
ac!vi!es this most dis!nguished Valley has to oﬀer.
Richard Campbell, 32˚ KCCH

Officers of the Supreme
Council 33º
Sovereign Grand
Commander
Ill. James D. Cole 33º

Sovereign Grand Inspector
General in California
Ill. Frank Loui 33º

Congratula ons to our elected Oﬃcers for 2021
Lodge of Perfec!on
Venerable Master elect, Edwin Del Rosario, 32˚
Senior Warden elect, Froilan Ancheta, 33˚
Junior Warden elect, Terry Peters, 32˚
Chapter Rose Croix
Wise Master elect, John Bermudez, 32˚
Senior Warden elect, Andrew Filipek, 32˚, K.C.C.H.
Junior Warden elect, Nicholas Bloisa, 32˚
Council of Kadosh
Commander elect, James McMillen, 32˚
First Lt. Commander elect, Andrew Stock, 32˚
Second Lt. Commander elect, Irving Sambolin, 32˚, First Knight of St. Andrew
Consistory
Master of Kadosh elect, Jonathan Chan, 32˚
Prior elect, James Toy, 32˚
Preceptor elect, Charles Remington, 32˚

Officers of all Bodies
Personal Representative of the
SGIG in California
Richard Campbell 32º, K.C.C.H.
Assistants to the Personal
Representative
Michael Balopoulos 33º
Edmond M. Lim 33º
General Secretary
Mike A. Salazar 33º
Treasurer
Steve Cheechov 32º
Almoner
Richard Gentschel 33º
Orator
Harold S. Stein Jr. 33º G.C.
Chaplain
Barrie R. Copp 33º
First Knight, KSA
Irving Sambolin 32º
Tiler
Albert S. Cua 32º
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From Our Knights of Saint Andrew
Did you ever read the
CliﬀsNotes® or watch the movie
in high school, instead of reading
the book? This writer did and
got ques!ons wrong on exams
un!l my English teacher caught me in an essay
ques!on describing the movie plot, rather than
the book. This writer learned his lesson well.
As a fellow craJ, this writer took the second
degree instruc!on to heart and began reading
all the masonic research, history, and philosophy
known to man and woman cover to cover. There
are no CliﬀsNotes in masonry. To that eﬀect, this
writer now sits in his studio apartment in the
shadow of three seven-foot tall bookcases ﬁlled
with books I have read in a liGle over eight
years.
This writer’s research has taken him down
corridors of forgoGen masonic myth that current
masonic writers labor to debunk – the latest
chapter in “masonic research.” Subsequently,
brothers oJen hand me books that debunk my
me!culously researched presenta!ons. More
oJen than not, within those books, this writer
ﬁnds more evidence in support of his own
theories. To name a couple. Brother Alex Horne,
33˚, of Quatuor Corona! Lodge and Philalethes
Society, in his, The York Legend in the Old
Charges (1978), tells us that King Athelstan’s son
did not have a York assembly of masons in 926
CE. The Rosslyn Hoax? Viewing Rosslyn Chapel
from a new perspec!ve (2006) presents
debunking theories of Brother Robert LD
Cooper, curator of the Grand Lodge of Scotland
Museum and Library since 1994, regarding
legends associated with the famous, if not,
infamous chapel.
This writer follows the scien!ﬁc method – all
possibili!es are open for considera!on un!l
proven improbable. Myth is not fantasy. Mythos

or mythology is a tradi!on, a cultural narra!ve, a set
of beliefs shared or assumed by a tradi!on or a
culture. I have found that there is truth behind every
legend.
In the United States since colonial !mes, we have a
na!onal cultural tradi!on or a “Na!onal Religion.”
Our gods are Liberty, standing in the great harbor
welcoming her poor, Jus!ce, blindfolded to impart
equality to all, and, Columbia, represen!ng US (pun
intended) or fraternity. Our saints are our forefathers, Washington and Franklin and others, and
our doctrines, the Declara!on of Independence, the
Bill of Rights, and the Cons!tu!on. We have heroes.
We have holy days or holidays, such as, Memorial
Day and Labor Day and Independence Day.
In freemasonry, we have tradi!ons, an inﬁnite
stockpile of symbols, prayers, ceremonials, a blue
ritual book, and a rubric called a “monitor.” We have
various sects, such as, Sco@sh and York Rites,
DeMolay, Shriners, Eastern Star, Job’s Daughters.
We have “heresies,” such as, irregular lodges and
lodges of women masons (according to Grand
Lodge). We have an “Inquisi!on” seeking to debunk
all our tradi!ons. We have legends of Knights
Templar origins – the most recent target of the
masonic inquisi!on. Un!l now.
This writer’s research has found that not only did
masonry, both opera!ve and specula!ve,
simultaneously originate with the Knights Templar
cathedral builders prior to 1100 CE. But, the legend
of the Templars ﬁgh!ng at the BaGle of
Bannockburn in 1314 assis!ng Robert the Bruce has
been conﬁrmed. Evidence of Templars at Rosslyn
Chapel and their connec!on to the St Clair family
before and aJer Bannockburn. Evidence that most
of the thirty-three degrees originated within the
walls of the chapel. These conclusions have
previously garnered much cri!cism, even scoﬀs,
from other brothers.
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From Our Knights of Saint Andrew (cont’d.)
But in 2001, a document known
as the Chinon Parchment was
discovered misﬁled in the
Va!can’s
secret
collec!on.
Dated August of 1308, it
contains the tes!mony of seventy-two Templars
and personal notes of Clement V absolving them
of the charges of heresy. There were thousands
of knights at that !me throughout the
Mediterranean and Europe. Only a few hundred
were put to death aJer their condemna!on on
Friday the 13th in October of 1307. The
Templars had ample warning and resources to
disappear into the woodwork of masonry and to
disperse by land and by sea as far as the
Americas.
In 2017, The Scrolls of Onteora – The Cremona
Document was published by Donald Ruh,
documen!ng evidence, both archaeological
ﬁndings and indigenous oral tradi!ons, of PreColumbian Viking and Templar presence in the
Americas. This evidence included proof of the
legendary voyage of Prince Henry Sinclair (St
Clair) in 1398.
The modern Sinclair family has denied the
masonic legends surrounding Rosslyn Chapel.
However, aJer these discoveries, the truth
behind the legends can no longer be denied.
And in 2018, the family began transla!ng Henry
Sinclair’s twenty journals and a map
documen!ng his voyage: The Lost Templar
Journals of Prince Henry Sinclair, Book I – 13531395. In the journal, masons will recognize a
name only found in the master mason degree
and a reference to one of the high degrees.
Henry writes that in 1365 he was “raised to the
next degree by the CraJ” and “instructed on the
honorable H.:.A.:.’s burial.” He earlier received
“instruc!on from the Seven Brethren the Secret
Masters,” as well as “instruc!on in the old

religion.” Evidence of Templar roots in the
Jerusalem Church and in freemasonry.
The Sinclairs had a rela!onship with French nobility
as early as 911 CE, and members of the French court
served as directors of the work while Rosslyn Chapel
was being built prior to 1441 and onwards. The Lady
Chapel had been built as early as 1307, the year the
Templars were condemned by Philip IV. There are
references in Henry’s journals to Templars in
Scotland ﬁgh!ng at Bannockburn, naviga!ng to the
Americas, and evidence of the master mason and
higher degrees prior to 1365. There is truth behind
every legend.
Robert Burns Supper 2021 is postponed indeﬁnitely.
AJer all, one year we celebrated Oktoberfest in
November and Saints John Day in July. The Knights
have annual installa!on during the Burns Supper,
however, this year, without a January Burns Supper,
we may hold an online installa!on. TBD. Saints John
Day Western Hoedown!, with the Miracle Mule
band, is tenta!vely scheduled for June 26.
Oktoberfest is scheduled for October 16. Happy and
hopeful holidays and New Year! To contact the
Knights of St Andrew: irvingsambolin@gmail.com;
415.876.8921.
Fraternally, Sir Irving Sambolin, 32˚ First Knight

The Knights of St.
Andrew donated and
planted a “Charlie Brown
Christmas Tree” that will
hopefully ﬁll a space in
front of the Sco@sh Rite
Center.
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From Our RiteCare Clinic
Believing in the Children We Serve
A Le<er to Jordan
By Jim Cartwright, MS, MFA, CCC-SLP
Rite Care Language Center Director

wri ng. We spent many hours enjoying books
together, including books by Filipino authors so you
could see your own culture reﬂected in print, and
discussing what we had read. We also spent a great
deal of me exploring crea ve wri ng, both in 1:1
and small group contexts. I realized that you needed
ﬁrst to enjoy wri ng and begin to get a sense of your

The bulk of this month’s ar!cle consists of a

own voice, before being overly concerned about

leGer I was recently asked to write to a young

more complicated forms of wri ng. I see now that

man I used to work with at the Sco@sh Rite

you have put your crea ve skills to use in the ﬁeld of

when he was s!ll a child. We have kept up over

journalism and are now a skilled, professional writer.

the years, and his mom reached out to me
recently reques!ng this leGer. She was gathering

Beyond the reading, wri ng, and public speaking

notes from people who knew her son, to be read

skills you have developed, what gladdens me most

on a retreat for high school seniors reﬂec!ng

about you is your love of humanity and how giving

upon their futures while applying for college.

you are to others. I trust that whatever you choose

Below is my leGer.

to do in your adult life, you will be using your skills in
service of making the world a be er place. I hope

Dear Jordan,
It is with great pleasure that I write you this
le er in admira on and celebra on of who you
have become. It is amazing to me how quickly

that we can keep in touch over the years as I’d love
to see how your life unfolds. I wish you all the best
and deeply admire the young man you have become.
Fondly

me passes, that you now are a senior in high
school, and reﬂec ng on your future as an adult.
I remember you well as the young child I once

Jim Cartwright
Director of the Rite Care Language Center

knew. You were always kind, coopera ve, and
enthusias c about learning, but when we ﬁrst
knew each other, you were not yet conﬁdent
about your reading, wri ng, and speaking skills.

I believe it is essen!al to see the poten!al in all of
the children we serve and trust that they will ﬁnd
their niche in the world. Some of the children I’ve
worked with who were struggling with reading,

I always saw the poten al in you and felt that

wri!ng, and speaking when we met have gone on to

you were like a plant that would bloom in his

become honor students in high school and young

own me. When we met, you were a reluctant

adults who are thriving at college. For others,

reader and hadn’t yet cul vated a love of

especially those with dyslexia, ADHD, and other
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From Our RiteCare Clinic (cont’d.)
condi!ons that are oJen life-long, being “word

How You Can Help

smart” may not be their path to the greatest

California Sco@sh Rite Founda!on depends on

success in life. I ﬁrmly believe in the theory of

charitable support to sustain its mission of

mul!ple intelligences, which states that there

being dedicated to support and assist the

are many diﬀerent kinds of intelligence (e.g.,

children in California to develop their full

math smart, people smart, nature smart, etc.). I

poten!al by providing childhood language

try to help kids discover their strengths while

services, scholarships and other charitable

working together because it is through those

programs.

strengths that they will most likely ﬁnd the right
niche for themselves in the world. Even when

If you would like to make a tax deduc!ble

speaking, reading, and wri!ng are not children’s

dona!on, you can give online or by mail. If

favorite things, these skills can always be

you want to give online, type this link into your

improved, and I believe that each human being

browser:

brings their unique giJs into our world. May

hGps://interland3.donorperfect.net/weblink/

each

child

discover

and

celebrate

their

weblink.aspx?name=E203468&id=3#

strengths, and may they use them to help create
the future of our world.

and please select
San Francisco / Burlingame CLC
as the Childhood Learning Center in the
dropdown.
If you want to give by mail, please make your
check out to “California Sco@sh Rite
Founda!on” and in the memo line please add
“San Francisco Burlingame CLC.” You can mail
it to:
San Francisco Sco@sh Rite Masonic Center
2850 19th Ave.
San Francisco, CA 94132
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SFSR Office 2021
Lodge of Perfection

Name

Title

Email

Venerable Master

Edwin Del Rosario

320 x

edd_209@hotmail.com

Froilan A. Ancheta

0

froilancheta@gmail.com

Terry L. Peters

0

32 x

tlppapa@yahoo.com

Barrie R. Copp

0

barriecopp@att.net

Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Prelate
Master of Ceremonies
Expert
Captain of the Host

Thomas C. Chavez

33 x
33 x
0

32 KCCH
0

thomas.c.chavez@gmail.com

Albert E. Raffo

32 KCCH

alraffo@sbcglobal.net

John A. Bermudez

320 x

johnbermudez@sbcglobal.net

Rose Croix
Wise Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Master of Ceremonies
Expert
Gardian of the Temple

Andrew Filipek
Nicholas M. Bloisa
Markos Balopoulos
Robert F. Grehan

0

andrewfilipek@gmail.com

0

boskie1@comcast.net

0

markos_403@msn.com

0

grehanrob@gmail.com

0

melvin.clark60@yahoo.com

32 KCCH
32 x
32 x
32 x

Melvin S. Clark

32 KCCH

Commander

James A. McMillen

320 x

First Lt. Commander

Andrew Stock

320 x

Kadosh

Second Lt. Commander

Irving Sambolin

0

32 KCCH

andrewastock@gmail.com
irvingsambolin@gmail.com

0

Chancellor

Robert Smith

32 x

Marshal of Ceremonies

Jim Tandy

320 x

Lieutenant of the Guard

jimmc642@yahoo.com

0

jxrt650@yahoo.com

Steven P. Freitas

32 x

sinspector10@aol.com

Jonathan Chan

320 x

jonchan314@gmail.com

Consistory
Master of Kadosh
Prior

James Toy

0

jmboty@yahoo.com

0

charles@charlesremington.com

32 x

Preceptor

Charles Remington

32 x

Chancellor

William K.Courtney

320 x

Minister of State

Larry W. Cerini

Captain of the Guard

James Banta

SFSR

Officers of all Bodies

Personal Representative

Richard A. Campbell

Assistant to the Personal Rep.
Assistant to the Personal Rep.

williamkcourtney2@gmail.com

0

lwcerini@gmail.com

0

33 x

jbanta@norcaldemolay.com

320 x

rich@albertelectric.net

33 x

0

NA

Edmond Lim

0

33 x

edlim48@yahoo.com

0

Michael Balopoulos

33 x

General Secretary

Mike Salazar

33 x

msalazar7534@att.net

Treasurer

Steve Cheechov

320 x

sixx@flash.net

Almoner

Richard P. Gentschel

330 x

rgentschel@aol.com

Orator

Harold S. Stein, Jr.

330 x

hstein33@comcast.net

Prelate
First Knight, K.S.A.
Tiler

Barrie R Copp

0

33 x

barriecopp@att.net

Irvin Sambolin

0

irvingsambolin@gmail.com

0

alcua@yahoo.com

Albert Cua

32 x
32 x
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San Francisco and Burlingame
Sco>sh Rite Childhood Language Center Contribu$ons
2020 November and December
Dona$ons of $10,000 or More
Curusis Family Charitable Founda!on

Jim McMillen
Shan G. Zhou
Gordon & Willa Markley

In Memory Of

Golden West Lodge #322

Leonard Greendorfer by Marshall Zemon
Norm Crosby by Marshall Zemon

Howard S!llman II

365 Club
Barrie & Kai Copp
Farmers Insurance Cusing Agency
Larry W Cerini
Philip & Michele Busalacchi
George & CharloGe Masson
Nolan and Shirley Katz
David Jones-Jones Accountancy

John & Jocelyn Kohler
Russell S Breed
James & Priscilla Carvalho
Poom Choothakan
Steve J N Doukas
Sunny & Thelma Dalan
Kirk A. Pessner
Russell L Lindquist
Arthur F. Larsen
Robert J Petersen

General Dona$ons

Kendall P Chase

Frank and Jeanie Loui

Wilko Schutzendorf

Tom J Chakos

Jay M Kinney

Donavon J Dilworth

James B Bouick III

Joseph J Becker

Donavon Dilworth

Keith W Hoﬀman

Robert Hepps

Reynato T. Villafuerte

Allan Nubla

Michael C Kovalich

Durward and Caroline Ayre

Shan G. Zhou

Christopher Kaufman

Robert O. Whyte

Corrado L Demar!ni

Jon D Armantrout

Jerry P M Verzosa

Ray G Jackson

Richard J. Downing

David R. Jolliﬀe

Danilo D Dondriano

David M'Raihi

Steve M Cheechov

Allan Nubla

James S Redpath

Danielle Kobylarz

Mike & Janet Salazar

Adobe

Gigi Gla^ides

Linsey Hill

Michael Gla^ides MD

Irving & Cynthia Shapiro

Sia Gla^ides

Burlingame Lodge of Perfec!on

Richard Modolo

San Francisco Lodge FAM

Kenneth & Barbara Miles

Ray Godeke

Jim Cartwright

Anonymous

Richard & Aurelia Campbell
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Pictures of Holiday Bou$que Beneﬁ$ng
San Francisco & Burlingame Rite Care Childhood Learning Center

Thank you
for your
support!

SAN FRANCISCO BODIES
ANCIENT AND ACCEPTED
SCOTTISH RITE
2850 Nineteenth Avenue
San Francisco, California 94132—1602
Phone: 415-664-4700
Office Hours: 9:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Monday—Thursday
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